
Thevetia thevetioides 
 
FAMILY          : Apocynaceae 
LATIN NAME : Thevetia thevetioides (Kunsth.) Schum. in Engl. & Prantl.                        
SYNONYM(S) : Thevetia neriifolia Juss. 
ENGLISH        : Yellow oleander, Thevetia, Daffodil tree, Exile Tree, Milkbush 
FRENCH         : Chapeau de Napoléon, Laurier Jaune des Indes 
 
DESCRIPTION. 

  

  
Particularities for easier identification:  The smooth grey bark, trumpet shaped flowers, twisted buds and dark-
green shiny leaves serve to easily identify this species.    
Habit: An evergreen tree that grows up to 8m in height.  
Bark & Branches: The bark is grey and smooth but becomes rougher with age; twigs are green and glabrous.  
Leaves: are single, short petiolate, spirally clustered towards the ends of the branches, linear with an acuminate 
apex, and up to 15cm in length. They are a dark shiny green colour often with a slightly downy upper surface.  
Inflorescences: arise as single flowers or in few flowered groups.  
Flowers: are trumpet shaped, bright yellow, up to 10cm wide and consist of; 5 triangular green sepals (c.1cm) and 5 
petals joined at the base into a tube. Their unopened buds are always twisted the same way. 
Fruits: are about 6cm in diameter, globose, and are green turning black when ripe. They hang from a long peduncle 
and contain a large brown triangular seed 2-3cm across and 8-15mm high. 
Flowers and fruits most of the time. 
Note: A similar species often confused with T. thevetioides is Thevetia peruviana (Pers) K. Schum., which is 
shorter, having smaller (yellow, white or pink) flowers with a green base extending along the margins of the petals 
and smaller fruits (c.3.5cm across). Uses and propagation techniques are largely the same. 
 
DISTRIBUTION.  
Originated in Mexico, but now found widely planted in many tropical and sub tropical regions. It is fairly common 
in gardens across the Sahel.  



 
PREFERRED USES.              
Amenity    Fruit      Medicine      Hedging  
                
A beautiful tree, planted primarily for amenity or hedging purposes. It stands repeated clipping. In Hawaii the fruits 
of the tree are cultivated for their seeds that contain a strong heart drug. All parts of the tree are poisonous and the 
latex is an irritant that causes blisters upon skin contact. The tree should not be planted where leaf litter is in contact 
with animal fodder. In India the plant is reportedly used for the preparation of Fish poison. The wood is used in 
Ghana to make axe handles. 
Reported human medicinal uses for this species are as follows. The leaves and bark are used as an emetic and 
purgative. 
 
TREE REQUIREMENTS.  
Rainfall  : 600+m without irrigation; quite drought resistant once established. 
Soil Type : Tolerates many soils from sands to clays. 
Altitude  : 0-2,000+m. 
Temperature : Tolerates fairly high temperatures. 
Propagation : About 250 seeds/kg (c.300 T. peruviana). It is easily propagated; especially from cuttings, which 
should be planted in sandy soil. Seed can also be planted and requires no pre-treatment. 
After Care : Poisonous and therefore not browsed; requires little attention once established. Flowering can be 
encouraged by pruning a month before the rains. 
 
OTHER POINTS. 
This species is poisonous and one must therefore pay attention to the location of the plant. It makes an effective 
hedge as it is not browsed and tolerates repeated pruning. It provides a beautiful and unusual ornamental. 
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